
MOTORCYCLES ARE SMALL. 
That means that it is easy for one to get lost in 
your car’s blind spot or even hidden by other 
objects. Additionally, their size makes them look 
farther away, causing drivers to think they have 
more room to change lanes or turn. 

WHAT TO DO: 
Always take a second look to make sure no motorcycles 
are there or approaching before making any moves.

THEY’RE GOING SLOWER 
THAN YOU THINK.
Again, the size of a motorcycle is deceitful. Don’t panic if 
you think a motorcycle is zooming along at light 
speed—it is probably not.

WHAT TO DO:
Maintain your distance and keep an eye out for the rider.

WHEN MOTORCYCLES GENTLY SWERVE WITHIN 
A LANE, IT’S GENERALLY FOR A REASON.
Motorcyclists do this to make sure all drivers in the lanes see him or her, to avoid road 
debris, and to adjust for wind. They’re not just showing off!

WHAT TO DO:
Keep a safe distance from a motorcyclist performing these checks. 

TURN SIGNALS ON 
MOTORCYCLES SOMETIMES DO 
NOT SHUT OFF ON THEIR OWN. 
And sometimes even the most experienced riders simply 
forget to turn them off.

THE HEADLIGHTS & TAILLIGHTS OF MOTORCYCLES 
ARE SMALLER THAN THOSE OF CARS.
Drivers are used to seeing double headlights, double taillights, and brake lights. A single 
light in traffic on a dark night could be easily obscured.

WHAT TO DO:
Drive more carefully at night—as you should—and keep an eye out for the odd single 
light moving in traffic. 

MOTORCYCLE BRAKE LIGHTS AREN’T THE ONLY 
INDICATION THAT THEY’RE SLOWING DOWN.
Like cars, motorcycles don’t require braking to slow down; many motorcyclists simply 
downshift or roll off the throttle, which means the brake light does not go on.

WHAT TO DO:
Pay extra close attention when following motorcycles and be looking for other visual 
clues they are slowing — such as the distance between you is suddenly much less. If 
you follow too closely, you leave yourself almost no reaction time.

MOST OF THE TIME, MOTORCYCLES CAN STOP 
MUCH FASTER THAN YOUR CAR.
Weather, road conditions, speed, and other factors all affect the stopping ability of 
a motorcycle.

WHAT TO DO:
Always allow for a larger following distance to allow reaction time plus the slower 
response time of a car when driving behind a motorcycle.

YES, MOTORCYCLES ARE MANEUVERABLE—
BUT THEY CAN’T DODGE EVERYTHING.
Don’t think a motorcycle can simply veer out of the way to avoid a collision. Again, many 
factors affect the stopping ability and maneuverability of a motorcycle and the motorcy-
clist’s body is completely exposed. What would be a fender bender to another car can 
be deadly to a biker.

WHAT TO DO:
It is better to give extra distance between your vehicle and the bike. 

MOTORCYCLE ACCIDENTS THAT INVOLVE OTHER 
VEHICLES ARE GENERALLY CAUSED BY THE 
OTHER DRIVER, NOT THE MOTORCYCLE.
There are many more large vehicles like cars and trucks on the road than motorcycles. 
Although motorcycles may be a rarity in your neighborhood, it’s important to recognize 
that they are there.

WHAT TO DO:
“Not seeing” a motorcycle isn’t an excuse! Look twice – save a life!

MOTORCYCLES ARE MOTORISTS, TOO.
Under all the protective gear and the helmets, motorcycle riders are people that deserve 
the same amount of respect and courtesy on the road as other drivers.

WHAT TO DO:
Treat them as you would any fellow driver while giving them a little extra distance. 
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WHAT TO DO:
Increase the distance between the motorcycle and your vehicle so you aren’t surprised 
if they do slow to make a turn or change lanes.


